ACTS IN ACTION
What happened after Jesus ascended in heaven?

What this new group of followers do?

PENTECOST  - SHAVUOT (7 “Weeks”):

Pente-cost =50 days. Feast of Weeks
ACTS 2 (NLT)

2 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting.3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,[b] as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.
5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.

7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!
 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!”12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”
14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 
16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel 17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!”!!!!
37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, (NIV: they were cut to the heart)  and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been called by the Lord our God.” 40 Then Peter continued preaching for a long time strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!”
41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.

42 All the believers devoted themselves to;

· the apostles’ teaching, 
· and to fellowship, 
· and to the breaking of bread
· and to prayer.
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders.44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 
The early church grew very quickly. Luke records numbers: 
· 120 believers (Acts 1:15), 
· 3000 believers (Acts 2:41), 
· 5000 men, not counting the women and children (Acts 4:4), 
· the churches multiplied (Acts 9:31), 
· many turned to the Lord in Antioch (Acts 11:24) 
· and many thousands of Jews believed in Jerusalem (Acts 21:20). 
When we read Acts, we see that they focused on building the
quality of the community not the quantity of the crowd.
 “They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).
“They devoted themselves.”

“They”  -  The 3000 new believers who had just been baptized.

“Devoted”  – “giving all, or a large part of one's time or resources to”
1.  “The Apostles’ Teaching”   –    We would call this Bible study. (Remember the New Testament had not yet been written). So, the Apostles were teaching from the Hebrew Scriptures the instructions we now have written down in the New Testament.
2. “The Fellowship”   –  The word in Greek is koinōnia (community). Koinonia is one of two words the Bible uses for “church.” So, they devoted themselves to fellowship, generously caring for each other. 
 “If there is so much blessing and joy even in a single encounter of brother with brother, how inexhaustible are the riches that open up for those who by God’s will are privileged to live in the daily fellowship of life with other Christians!”  (Dietrich Bonhoeffer  - Life Together)
3.  “The Breaking of Bread”   –   Eating Food Together  Some would call this communion but it is not specific to the Lord’s supper although it can include that. They basically took every opportunity to eat together.
4. “Prayer”   –   (All Kinds of Prayer) There are many forms of prayer. Worship, asking, thanking, fasting, waiting on God are all different ways that we can pray when we meet together. Most of us probably feel more comfortable praying on our own at home but, this was group prayer. Group prayer meetings were as important as group Bible study, fellowship, communion and eating food together.
1 Thess. 5:17  “pray without ceasing,”   
THE RESULTS
Acts 2:42-47 shows us the results of their meetings. 
· A sense of awe, 
· miracles were performed, 
· they met as one, 
· shared all belongings, 
· sold property to meet needs, 
· worshipped together every day in the temple and in homes, 
· shared meals with joy, 
· praised God and enjoyed their new life together. 
…And along with all those things, they experienced church growth.
“And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47 NLT)

John 13:35 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24-25).
